
23rd Annual 
DRUG THERAPY 

DECISION MAKING COURSE
Friday, April 20 and Saturday, April 21, 2012

The Fairmont Waterfront Hotel
900 Canada Place Way, Vancouver, BC

Course Description 
• This is a highly interactive course on

common and new drug therapy issues
from an evidence based perspective. 

• The scope of information is broad,
practical and often controversial, thus
appealing to professionals in family
practice, internal medicine, nurse 
practitioners and pharmacists.

• A syllabus of take home messages is
provided. The quality of this course
has been consistently highly rated in
the evaluations of prior participants. 

• Come prepared for a gastronomic 
education feast.

• Leave filled, amused and tired.
• This course does not receive subsidy

sponsorship from drug industry.

Venue
The Fairmont Waterfront Hotel
900 Canada Place Way 
Vancouver, BC V6C 3L5

Course Features
This program has been accredited by
The College of Family Physicians of
Canada and the BC Chapter for up to
12.5 Mainpro-M1 credits. This
 program has been submitted to UBC
Continuing Pharmacy Professional
Development for  consideration of
continuing education credits.
Education Award Winning Speakers.

Program Information
PORTFOLIO Conference Planning
Phone 604 685 4888
Fax 604 685 5787
Email registration@portfolio-inc.com
Websites www.ti.ubc.ca/course
www.therapeuticseducation.org
Mail Drug Therapy Course 
c/o Portfolio Conference Planning
1383 Homer Street
Vancouver, BC  V6B 5M9



23rd Annual

DRUG THERAPY DECISION MAKING COURSE     
Friday, April 20, 2012 

Counting on the Evidence
07:00 Registration (Muffins & Coffee)
Chairs - Bob Rangno and James McCormack

“COUNTING BY NUMBERS”
08:00 Welcome and Introduction Bob Rangno
08:10 5 things I’ve learned and actually remembered Bob Rangno
08:20 The WHO, what, why, where and when of therapeutics – Mike Allan and 

top 10 things you can count on  James McCormack

“JOINTS – 230 AND STILL COUNTING”
08:50 The 11 out of 10 pain of acute gout Kam Shojania
09:10 Questions
09:20 “Toe” – phaceous gout – more deposits than in your bank account Kam Shojania
09:40 RA – making joint counts, count? Shahin Jamal
10:00 Questions
10:20 Refreshment Break

“MAKING NUMBER 2 NUMBER 1”
10:40 IBS not just another 4 letter word Mike Kolber
11:00 IBD – the clue is in number “2” Rob Enns
11:20 Questions
11:30 H pylori treatment – is 4 better than 3? Mike Kolber
11:50 Hepatitis C – ABC 123 Adil Virani
12:10 Questions
12:30 Lunch

“ONCE, TWICE, THREE TIMES A LADY“
13:20 Covering HPV strains – 2, 4 or maybe more Natasha Press
13:40 Acetaminophen in children – is Tylenol a #1, 2, or 3? Roxane Carr
14:00 Zoster vaccine – counting the chicken pox before they hatch Val Montessori 
14:20 Questions
14:40 Refreshment Break

“STOPPING DRUGS – WHICH 1 IS 2 MANY?”
15:00 Delirium – what to do if it’s “relative” Johanna Trimble
15:20 Delirium – making the relative absolutely better Peter Chan
15:40 Drugectomy – count on a 90% success rate Stephen Setter
16:00 Can you count on new anticoagulants? Peter Loewen
16:20 Questions
16:40 Adjourn
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23rd Annual

DRUG THERAPY DECISION MAKING COURSE     
Saturday, April 21, 2012 

07:30 Registration (Muffins & Coffee)
Chairs - Bob Rangno and James McCormack

“1 HEAD, 2 EYES, WITH MULTIPLE ISSUES”
08:30 Headaches – can you reduce a 10 to a 1? Mike Allan
08:50 Macular degeneration – “I’d rather have needles in my eyes” Andrew Merkur
09:10 Menopause therapeutics – when 1 hot flash is 2 many Tina Korownyk
09:30 Questions
09:50 Refreshment Break

“IT’S NOT ABOUT TREATING NUMBERS”
10:10 Diabetes is a condition, not a disease or number Tom Elliott
10:30 BP – Accurate diagnosis, targets and choices Mike Allan and Bob Rangno
10:50 Questions
11:20 Hypothyroid and TSH – what to do with asymptomatic numbers Jason Kong
11:40 Questions
11:50 Lunch

“TO INFINITY AND BEYOND”
12:40 Insomnia – Count the sheep’s legs and divide by 4 Jonathan Fleming
13:00 What antibiotics can family docs count on Tina Korownyk and 

and for how long? James McCormack
13:30 Questions
13:50 Stump the EBM Panel and be a Therapeutics Millionaire The Gang plus the Audience
15:00 The End 
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Course Directors
Bob Rangno, Emeritus Prof., Medicine, Pharmacology, UBC & PHC
James McCormack, Prof., Pharmaceutical Sciences, UBC 

Guest Faculty
G. Michael Allan, Assoc. Prof., Family Practice, University of

Alberta & Director, Evidence and CPD Program, Alberta College
of Family Physicians

Mike Kolber, Assoc. Prof., Family Medicine, University of Alberta
Tina Korownyk, Asst. Prof., Family Medicine, University of Alberta
Stephen Setter, Assoc. Prof., Pharmacy, Washington State

University, Spokane, WA

Local Faculty
Roxane Carr, Clinical Pharmacy Specialist, CWHC
Peter Chan, Clin. Prof., Medicine, Psychiatry, UBC
Tom Elliott, Clin. Assoc. Prof., Medicine, Endocrinology, VGH
Rob Enns, Clin. Prof., Medicine, Gastroenterology, UBC & PHC
Jonathan Fleming, Assoc. Prof., Medicine, Psychiatry, UBC
Shahin Jamal, Clin. Asst. Prof., Medicine, Rheumatology,

UBC & VA
Jason Kong, Clin. Asst. Prof., Medicine, Endocrinology, UBC & VA 
Peter Loewen, Assoc. Prof., Pharmaceutical Sciences, UBC & VCH
Andrew Merkur, MD, FRCSC, Vitreoretinal Surgeon/Medical

Retina, UBC Eye Care Centre
Val Montessori, Clin. Assoc. Prof., Medicine, Infectious Diseases,

UBC & PHC
Natasha Press, Clin. Assoc. Prof., Medicine, Infectious Diseases,

UBC & PHC
Kam Shojania, Clin. Prof., Medicine, Head, Rheumatology,

UBC & PHC
Johanna Trimble, BC Patient Voices Network, Patient Safety

Advisory Council, VCH
Adil Virani, Assoc. Prof., Pharmaceutical Sciences, UBC & Director,

Lower Mainland Pharmacy Services

CWHC – Children’s and Women’s Health Centre
FHA – Fraser Health Authority
PHC – Providence Health Care
UBC – University of British Columbia
VA – Vancouver Acute
VCH – Vancouver Coastal Health

A block of rooms
has been reserved at the

The Fairmont Waterfront Hotel
900 Canada Place Way

Vancouver, BC

Hotel Rates:
The Fairmont Waterfront Hotel
900 Canada Place Way
Vancouver, BC  V6C 3L5
Toll Free Reservations:
1-800-441-1414
Local Tel: 604-691-1820

Group Code reference for
phone-in reservations:
Drug Therapeutics Course

Reservations direct link:
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/
drugtherapeutics2012

Rates in effect to March 19, 2012
only – after that time rooms on 
availability basis only.
Standard Single or Double = $189.00
Waterfront Deluxe = $234.00

Alternative accommodation is
available through Tourism BC at:
1-800-435-5622.

The Course Directors would like to acknowledge and thank the Department
of Family Medicine, St. Paul’s Hospital, for their ongoing support.

FACULTYACCOMMODATION


